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don Medical Record, May, 1SS6, p. 214) of rupture of the urethra oc¬ 
curring during the first coition in a young woman, set. 19 years, with 
imperforate hymen and 2,000 cub. cm. blood pent up in the vagina 
and womb. 2. J. Price’s {The American Obstetric Gazette May, 1S86) 
of vulvo-rectal fistula arising during the first coitus in a woman, ajt. 22 
years. 3. Duguer’s ( Vratch , No. 47, p. 843, 1886), of rupture of the 
perineum and vagina during the first intercourse with the husband 
possessing a big penis and performing the act in a very rough and vio¬ 
lent manner. 4. Blumenthal’s (quoted by Price, /. c .,) of vulvo rectal 
fistula, operated by Spencer Wells in 1S60. 5 and 6. Diemerbroeck’s 

cases ( Anatomia Corporis Human! , quoted by Boriakovsky, /. c ) of 
rupture of the vagina referring to two newly married young Dutch 
women, both of whom died from acute anaemia caused by haimorrhage. 
7. Liman’s case (“Hoffman’s Handbook”) of rupture of the perineum. 
—Russkaia Meditzina , No. 46. B p. 711, 1SS9. 

Valerius Idelson (Berne). 
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I. On the Results of the Non-Operative Treatment of 
Fracture of the Patella. By Dr. W. T. Bull (New York). The 
author presents the results obtained by him in the treatment of sixteen 
cases of primary fracture of the patella, and six cases of refracture. 
His treatment had consisted in the use of plaster-of-Paris bandages 
after the effusion had subsided, with the application within the splint 
of adhesive plaster strips to steady the fragments. After six and eight 
weeks this splint was removed, a posterior splint applied, and the pa¬ 
tient allowed to walk. For the next month or six weeks the posterior 
splint is always worn by day, the thigh and knee are vigorously sham¬ 
pooed and kneaded, but care is taken not to flex the joint and thereby 
stretch the ligament. At the end of three months, the patient is 
usually able to bend the limb but slightly, but the power of extension 
is good. Occasionally the splint is worn for a fourth month. Gradual 
increase of the use of the limb without further support is encouraged 
from this time. Passive motion is undesirable. 

As regards the functions of the limb, Bull reports the result to have 
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been functionally perfect in ten cases; that is to say, the flexion and 
extension of the limb has been complete and strong, and the ligament 
firm, with little or no atrophy of the thigh. In four other cases flexion and 
extension has been imperfect, but the joint has subserved all the needs 
of the patient. In the two remaining cases there resulted no power of 
extension whatever, and the patients were compelled to wear supports 
or walk with a cane. 

As regards the character of the union in the fourteen perfect and 
fairly good cases, it was believed to be bony in one instance; in two 
there was no appreciable separation of the fragments; in the remain¬ 
ing cases it varied from one-fourth inch to one and one-fourth inch, 
the average being nine-tenths of an inch. In the two bad cases, the 
ligament was one fourth of an inch in one case, and one and a half 
inch in the other. In the six cases of refracture, in two excellent 
functional power was regained, one with a ligament of one inch and 
the other with one of an inch and a half in length. The four remain¬ 
ing cases of refracture remained deficient in power of extension with 
ligaments from one and a half to five inches in length. 

The author emphasizes the need of stimulating the development of 
the quadriceps. He advises that in case the ligament and joint func¬ 
tions begin to weaken after the sixth month, wiring of the fragments 
should be done, but condemns without exception wiring in recent frac¬ 
tures, and challenges those surgeons who resort to the immediate suture 
to explain by what process of reasoning they can call it a justifiable 
procedure. 

In cases of refracture and of old ununited fracture the author gives 
a qualified assent to the propriety of the wire suture although suppu¬ 
rative arthritis and abscesses in the thigh, terminating in death, had 
followed in the only case in which he had attempted to apply the 
suture for the cure of ununited fracture. In compound fractures wir¬ 
ing is proper. Death, however, resulted in the only case of this kind 
recorded by the author .—Medical Record , March 22, 1890. 

II. Final Results in Resection of the Knee-Joint. Bj 
Dr. Neugebauer (Strassburg). The author has carefully tabulated 



